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Introduction

In 1965 His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada [popularly known as Srila
Prabhupada], founder-acarya of the worldwide Hare
rsna movement, left India and traveled to New York
City, where he began the International Society for
rishna Consciousness a year later. His purpose was
to preach Krsna consciousness, the practical and
complete process of developing love of God, a
process delineated in the Vedic scriptures. Srila
Prabhupada’s profuse commentated translations on
these scriptures certainly establish him as one of the
greatest religious scholars of all time. He authorita-
ively presented the science, philosophy, and pastimes
of Krsna in more than eighty books, simultaneously
establishing the Hare Krsna movement as a major
religious force throughout the world.

Srila Prabhupada’s dynamic presentation of Krsna
consciousness as a spiritual alternative to a society
stripped of spiritual values especially attracted the
Western youth. Many of these young people were
seeking the true meaning of life and were sick of
hedonistic materialism, nihilistic atheism, and senti-
mental hypocritical semitheism. Srila Prabhupada’s
teachings and his life demonstrate that the message
of the ancient Vedas is by no means outdated but is

completely relevant to every person in every place,
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v in the modern age. In theﬂsplrlt of a}_! trigh tr
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clearly, and consistently against P Ll ;

modern society, bul without a trace of malice.-
not criticize anyone \ndiscriminately, nor did he .
his disciples to do so. In his persangl deali
encouraged the good in others and avmt“zled cond #
ing the bad. He gave all respect and praise to
spiritual teachers, such as Jesus Christ. Thus, NiS@
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people up to their actual life of happines
Krsna consciousness. L g
In mid-1977 Srila Prabhupada became ve
pleased when, in a column entitled Srila Prabhupaa
Speaks Out, excerpts of his conversations in which!
forcefully presented the tenets of Krsna consciot
~ Nessinan informal setting began appearing in Bact
- Godhead, the Hare Krsna movement's magazir e. Tt
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IN€ opportunity to take advantage of a pure t
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Finding Perfect Knowledge in an
Imperfect World

This conversation between Srila Prabhupada
and Dr. Gregory Benford, a professor of
physics at the University of California at Irvine,
took place in October of 1973 at the Los
Angeles Hare Krsna center.

Dr. Benford: You are probably familiar with what
Western theology calls “the problem of evil.” Why does
evil exist?

Srila Prabhupada: Evil is the absence of good, just
as darkness is the absence of sunlight. If you keep
yourself always in the light, where is the question of
darkness? God is all-good. So if you keep yourself
always in God consciousness, then there is no evil.
Dr. Benford: But why was the world created with
evil men?

Srila Prabhupada: Why was the police department
created? Because there is a necessity. Similarly, some
living entities want to enjoy this material world;
therefore God creates it. He is just like a father who
gives a separate room to his mischievous children to

1
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play in. Otherwise, the naughty bgys o~
disturb him.
Dr. Benford: This world, then, is somet
a prison?

:J

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, it is a prison. Tk .
Is suffering here. In the prison -_ you
expect comiort, because unless there is suffers
there is no lesson for the prlsmam 1at is sta
the Bhagavad-gita: duhkhalayam asas "
layam means “the place for suffe Sl

means “temporary.” You cannot m e
and say, “All right, | am suffenng, out
that—I shall remain here.” You cannot remain here: v
will be kicked out. Now you are thlnkmgzg.__‘
American, you are a great scientist, y __;__:
are getting a good salary. That's all right, E
cannot stay in this post. The uy‘?ﬁﬁ come
will be kicked out. And you dﬂ'
are going to be an American or a scientist or &
dog or demigod. You do not know.
Dr. Benford: | think that | wla ably be nothing
Srila Prabhupada: No, that is thel
Ignorance. Krsna explains. lnt
dehino 'smin yatha dehe kauma “
latha dehantara-praptih: first my - ‘the bo
boy, then a young man, and in the future you v
the body of an old man .. B

Dr. Benford: But after I’
nothing.
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- Dr.Benford: But there doesn’t seem to be any ofh,
ke ff +' i iﬂg knowledge.

~ Srila Prabhupada: Even for material knowledge, o,
go to the university and consult a professgr !
¥, when you want to learn spiritual knowledge—
= :::'-j-’;,'”r o knowledge—you have to approach a perfect
~ teacher. Then you will get perfect knowledge.

§ E :,;_-_.Banford. But how does one know when the
‘ is perfect?

ila Prabhupada: It is not difficult. A perfect teacher '
’"15 one who has learned from another perfect teacher. |

Dr. Benford: But that merely removes the problem
a step.

Srila Prabhupada: No, because there is one perfect |
teacher—Krsna—who is accepted by all classes of
teachers. In India we still find the Vedic culture, which

Is taught by Vedic scholars. And all these Vedic

. teachers accept Krsna as the supreme teacher. They
take lessons from Krsna and teach that.

Dr Benford: So anyone | meet who accepts Krsna as
ihe perfect teacher—he is a perfect teacher?

Prabhupada: Yes. Anyone who is teaching the
chings of Krsna—he is a perfect teacher.

.enford Then all the devotees here are perfect
Brs'?

Prabhupada Yes, because they are teachind
Arsna's teachings, that's all. They may not be

i

Y 9









Sense Gratification Is for the Birds 7

that. Is it not? So his defensive measures are better
than ours.

Similarly, if we wanted to have sex, we would have
to arrange for that—find out some mate and a suitable
time and place. But the female bird is always around
the male bird, at any time. Take the sparrows or the
pigeons. Have you seen it? Immediately they are
ready for sex. And what does the bird do about eating?
“Oh, there is some fruit.” Immediately the bird can eat.
And sleeping is also easy and convenient.

So these facilities—don’'t think that they are

available only in your skyscrapers. They are available
~ for the birds and the beasts. It is not that unless you
have got a very nice apartment in the skyscraper,
~you cannot have all these facilities of eating,
" sleeping, defending, and having sex. You can have
" them in any material body, in any species: visayah
' khalu sarvatah syat. Visaya means the facilities for
" material sense enjoyment. Our process is visaya
' chadiya, se rase majiya. One has to give up this
unsatisfying material enjoyment and relish transcen-
dental bliss, the taste of spiritual enjoyment. It is
enjoyment on a different platform.

But today people are so befooled by the bodily
concept of life that their only enjoyment is this material
so-called enjoyment. So the scriptures advise, “This
temporary inferior enjoyment is available in any form
of material life—either as a man or as a bird or as a
beast.” Why are you repeatedly going after this same ,:
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unsatisfying enjoyment in all these E:Iifferent SPecies g| 4
life? Punah punas carvita-carvananarni. n all theg of
different forms, again and again you are doing the|
same stupid unsatisfying thing.”

But matir na krsne paratah svato va: those wiy,
are befooled by material sensual enjoyment canng 0
become Krsna conscious, by their own endeavor ! o
even by instruction from a spiritual master. Ang o
mitho ‘bhipadyeta: these foolish people may holg!
many conferences and meetings to inquire, “What arg|
the problems of life?”—but still they cannot take to the| ,
process of Krsna cONsciousness. 0

Why? Grha-vratanam. As long as they have gol| s
this determination—“We shall be happy in this| ¢
material world”—they cannot take to Krsna :
consciousness. Grha means “home” and also “body. |
Those who are trying to be happy within this materia!
body—they cannot take to Krsna consciousness, .
because adanta-gobhih: their senses are sﬂ»
uncontrolled. Therefore these people must repeatedy
undergo the ordeal of chewing the chewed. Again ant

again, the same sensual enjoyment: eating, sleepind.
mating, and defending. |

Disciple: So our task is to convince people that the”.
can’t be happy in the material world?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. And they have already gd‘
very convincing experience. Daily they are founding 5° ’;
many parties, manufacturing so many means a"d\
plans and this and that, but still they are not happ¥

-
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&rila Prabhupada: Veda does not mean “religion
Veda means “knowledge.” So if you can trace out the
history of knowledge, then you can trace out the date
for the origin of the Vedas. Can you trace out when
knowledge began? Can you trace it out?

Guest: | wouldn’t think we could.

Srila Prabhupada: So how can you trace out the
history of the Vedas? Veda means “knowledge.” So
first of all find out from which date knowledge begar
Then you find out the age of the Vedas.

The history of the Vedas began from the date o
the creation of this material world. No one can give the
date of the creation. The creation begins with the bir"
of Brahma, and you cannot calculate even the leng
Qi_ Brahma’s one day. During Brahma's night, the
--Iverse is devastated to some extent, and during his
Jaytime, creation takes place again. There are tw:

inds of devastations. One devastation takes plac -
C I"llght of Brahma, and one final devastatior

4 ﬂm micmbesﬂ'lat grow in the evenind

i _ wg Mbbogm One night is the'
’an of life. So our life is like that. What histc"

it * ;1 mmeiveVedmknnwleﬂ
| -' j;-:r



Can We Put a Date on Wisdom? 13

the Atlantic Ocean, and somebody informed him, “Oh,
| have seen such a vast mass of water.”

So Dr. Frog said, “Oh, is it bigger that this well?”
Guest: Yes, it was beyond his conception.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So these scholars are like
frogs rotting in their wells. What can they possibly
understand of the Vedic knowledge?

Guest: Yes, | see. To change the subject, | wonder
whether you feel that the Vedas affirm that the most
true form of life, the most pure form of life, is one that’s
lived alongside nature, not against nature, as we seem
to be doing in our urban setting.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, yes. Real life means you have
to minimize your bodily activities so that you can save
time and devote yourself to spiritual understanding.
That is real life. And the present civilization based on
the bodily concept of life is animal life. It is not civilized
life. Athato brahma-ijnasa: civilized life begins when
one is so much advanced that he enquires about the
spirit soul. But when there is no such enquiry, when
people cannot inquire what is spirit soul, they are like
cats and dogs. Vedic life teaches one to become as
free as possible from bodily disturbances. Therefore,
Vedic education begins with brahmacarya, celibacy.
You see? But these rascals cannot check their sex
life. Their philosophy is that you should go on with sex
life unrestrictedly and when there is pregnancy il

the child.
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Guest: Yes.

&rila Prabhupada: That is their rascal philosoph,
They have no idea that by training one can forget se,
Iﬁa And if you forget sex life, where is the question g
abortion? But they cannot do that. Therefore it is sajg
adanta-gobhfr visatam tamisram: Dy unrestrictec
sense enjoyment they are gradually going down to the
level of animal life.

A person who indulges in abortion, killing the bab,
in the womb, will be put into a womb in his next liie
and somebody will kill him. As many babies as he has
killed, he'll have to accept that many lives and be
kﬂlﬂm So for hundreds of years it will be impossible o

_" nir m_m daylight. He'll remain in the womb and be
" People don't know nature’s laws. One canno
violat matums laws as one can the state laws
5 58 you kﬂ' somebody—you can escape by [rCK
'..’fra:@E .escape nature’s law. As many times &
el * d, that many times you must be ki<
kgt " mh nature’s law.
only last h!m talking to a nurse W'
ks | in one of the main Lomf’
- e of the fetuses are in sU°
ment that clearly life 1°

A}

'.l. ¥ .
o i N [
-
TR = I""ﬂ . i
k! & 5 ‘I'L;
" L]
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10 question of possml 3
ning of sex. The V"
S law, according 1©
> -j_.;-r.‘?-..- semen and m;eﬂ o










On a Society Without Brains 17

the legs, things will not go very nicely—because the
brain will not be in order.

Mr. Hennis: But this is also an important aspect of

society, don’t you think? We aim to improve the lot of
the workers of the world.

Srila Prabhupada: In America the laborer class is
very highly paid, but because they are not directed by

a brain, by an intelligent class, they simply spend their
. money on drinking.

Mr. Hennis: The fact that a good thing is abused
doesn’t make it bad.

&rila Prabhupada: The point is that everyone should

- be guided by the brain. That is the only way to
organize society. What is the value in working hard like
an ass, without any intelligence?

Mr. Hennis: You can’t force a man to use his brain.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore, the United Nations
should support a class of ideal intelligent men who will
act as the brain of society and guide the others so that
everyone becomes happy.

Mr. Hennis: | think you'll find that in every society
throughout the world there is a priestly class, a class
of philosophical leaders.

&rila Prabhupada: Priestly class! The Bible says,
~ «Thou shalt not kill.” But the priests have amended this
to suit their own whims. They have sanctioned killing
by allowing thousands of huge slaughterhouses for
killing innocent animals. How can such so-called
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Plain Living, High Thinking

The following conversation between Srila
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took
place in New Vrindaban, West Virginia, in June
of 1976.

Srila Prabhupada: The Western civilization is a nasty
ivilization, artificially increasing the necessities of life.
or example, take the electric light. The electric light
equires a generator, and to run the generator you
eed petroleum. As soon as the petroleum supply is
topped, everything will stop. But to get petroleum you
nave to painstakingly search it out and bore deep into
he earth, sometimes in the middle of the ocean. This
Is ugra-karma, horrible work. The same purpose can
be served by growing some castor seeds, pressing out
he oil, and putting the oil into a pot with a wick. We
admit that you have improved the lighting system with
€lectricity, but to improve from the castor-oil lamp to
the electric lamp you have to work very hard. You have
10 go to the middle of the ocean and drill and then
draw out the petroleum, and in this way the real goal
of your life is missed. You are in a precarious position,

21
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constantly dying and taking birth in various species of
ife. How to get free of this cycle of birth and death—
this is your real problem. And this problem is meant t,
he solved in the human life. You have advanced intell;
gence for self-realization, but instead of using your
advanced intelligence for self-realization, you are
utilizing it to improve from the castor-oil lamp to the
electric lamp. That's all. J

Disciple: People would say that your suggestion
impractical. Besides, electricity does many 0 er
things besides produce light. Most of our modep
comforts depend more or less on electricity. :

Srila Prabhupada: In this life you may be living ven
comfortably, but in the next life you might become
a dog.

Disciple: People don’t believe that.

Srila Prabhupada: Whether they believe it or not, itis
a fact. For example, a boy does not know that he |
going to grow into a young man, but his mother "
father know. If the boy says, “No. I'm not goin e
become a young man,” that is childish. The father ane
mother know that the boy will grow into a young m :
and that they should educate him so he can
properly situated. This is the guardians’ duty '

Similarly, when we talk of transmigratio, | %
soul, a rascal may say, “l don't believe in it " p, , _tf? the
a fact. A rascal, a madman, may say transm, ' 'S still
not a fact, but the real fact is that he’ll Jration js

: . ha\fe (s ac
another body according to the quality of hg Cept

e
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in this life: karanam guna-sango 'sya sad-asad-
yoniJanmasu.

Disciple: What if someone says, “This life of growing
the castor seeds is very difficult, and farming in
general is very difficult. It is easier to go to the
factory for eight hours, come home with my money,
and enjoy.”

Srila Prabhupada: You may enjoy, but by enjoying
you forget your real goal in life. Is that intelligent? You
have been given the human body to Improve your next
life. Suppose you become a dog in your next life. Is
that success? You must know the science of Krsna
consciousness. Then, instead of becoming a dog, you
will become like God.

Disciple: Once, at John Lennon’s estate in London.
you said that the tractor is the cause of so much of the
trouble today. It took all the work from the young men
and forced them to go to the city for work, and they
became entangled in sense gratification. I've noticed
that life in the country is simpler, more peaceful. It's
easier to think of spiritual life.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The country is less
disturbing, less taxing on the brain. Just work a little
for your food, and the rest of the time engage yourself
in Krsna consciousness. This is ideal life.

[Srila Prabhupada holds up a flower] See the
minute fibers in this flower. Can anyone manufacture
this in a factory—such small fibers? And how brilliant
the color is! If you study only one flower, you become
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God conscious. There is a machine ‘that you caj B
“n(;ture » and from this machine everything is coming ¢

But who has built this machine? y
Disciple: In London you said peoplg don’t know that f
the flowers are painted by Krsna—with thought.

&rila Prabhupada: Yes. Do you think that withouj[ an |
artist the flowers can come out so beautiful? This is
foolish. What is nature? It Is Krsna’s machine,
Everything is being done by the machine of Krsna.

So improve your mode of living at New
Vrindaban. Live in an open place, produce your own
food grains, produce your own milk, save time,
chant Hare Krsna. Plain living, high thinking—ideal
life. But if you increase the artificial necessities
of your life—your so-called comforts—and forget

u,)
o

& Jy. We just present the
ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu:*

i N in your techr .
factory you can chant. What is the diﬁ?Zﬂ.QI%glca
can go on pushing the buttons on Yo ulty? Yo |

: ur . -.
simultaneously chant Hare Krsna "achine and

*Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Lord Krsna Hireee—
of His own devotee. He appeared in t

holy names.
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Scientific Proof of the Souy|

The following conversation between Srf{a |
Prabhupada and an Indian doctor took place in

September of 1973 at the Hare Krsna center in |
London. |

Doctor: Can yoy scientifically prove that the soul
exists? | mean, is it purely a matter of belief, or ...

| SClentist YOU may be, vou
have to admit that your Sénses gare |mperfec¥ :
Doctor: Yes. |
Srila Prabhupada: g, |

 IMperfect ooy,
only imperfect knﬁwfedge. What Senses can give |

scientific knowledge s bogus, $84. are Calling -
who have produced t

How can yoy expect perfect kn0w|: . im-ﬂﬁrfect.
Imperfect person? |

Doctor: It's 3 question of degree.

26
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rila Prabhupéada: My point is that if you are unable
' to give perfect knowledge, what is the use of taking

' knowledge from you?

' Doctor: Yes, | accept that view. But how do you prove
' that the soul exists?
I

- Srila Prabhupada: You take information from the
| perfect source, Krsna, or from Krsna'’s representative,
- who repeats the words of Krsna. That is our process
- of proof. Evam parampara-praptam: “Transcendental
| knowledge must be received in disciplic succession.”
We don't accept knowledge from a rascal; we accept
o knowledge from Krsna, the Supreme. | may be a
rascal, but because | am receiving knowledge from
the perfect source and repeating that, whatever | say
IS perfect.

A child may be ignorant—but because he has
. learned that a certain article is called “table,” when he
¢ says “Father, this is a table,” his words are perfect.
y Similarly, if you hear from the perfect person and
believe that, then your knowledge is perfect. Krsna
says tatha dehantara-praptih: “After death the spirit
soul enters another material body.” We accept it. We
don’'t require proof from a so-called scientist, who

Is imperfect.

. Doctor: So the question of belief comes first.
Srila Prabhupada: It is not belief; it is fact.
Doctor: Yes, but how do you prove that fact?
Srila Prabhupada: That Krsna says so is proof.
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Doctor: [very sarcastically] “It has been said by
Krsna.” But ..

Srila Prabhupada That is our Vedic proof. Whenever
we say something, we immediately quote from the
Vedic literature to support it. This is the process of
proof, which is just like that in the law court. When a
lawyer is arguing in court, he must quote from
previous judgments. Then his argument will be
accepted by the judge as legal proof. Similarly, as
soon as we say something, we immediately support it
by quoting from the Vedic literature. That is the way of
proof in spiritual matters. Otherwise, what are the
scriptures for? If they are merely products of mental
speculation, what is the use of these books? Of

course, the Vedic literature also presents the absol r:..
truth with all logic and reasoning.

Bhagavad-gita [2.13] Krsna says,

dehino ‘smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara
tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati
“The soul is changing his body from chil
and from youth to old age. Similarly, tgmtom
another body at death.” Where is the |Ilog E
tation? This is scientific. For an intelligent

scientific proof. And if he’s still dull- headed - thi
be done? |

Doctor: But the soul is invisible. How can y 5{-;-_;
sure it exists?

For example, in the

y



Scientific Proof of the Soul 29

&rila Prabhupada: Just because something is
nvisible doesn't mean we can't know it exists. The
subtle body of mind, intelligence, and ego is also
invisible to you, but you know that the subtle body is
there. We have two kinds of bodies: a gross body of
earth, water, fire, air, and ether, and a subtle body of
mind, intelligence, and ego. You can see the body of
earth, water, and so on, but can you see the subtle
body? Can you see the mind? Can you see the intelli-
gence? Yet everyone knows you have a mind and |
have a mind.

Doctor: These are something abstract, you know.

$rila Prabhupada: No, not abstract. They are subtle
matter, that's all. You simply have no eyes to see
them.

Doctor: Well, at present we have three method for
studying the intelligence ...

Srila Prabhupada: Anyway, you accept that the
subtle body exists even though you cannot see it. That
is my point. Similarly, the soul exists even though you
cannot see it. The soul is covered by the subtle and
gross bodies. What is known as death is the annihi-
lation of the gross body. The subtle body remains and
carries the soul to a place where he can again grow
another gross material body just suitable for fulfilling
the desires of his mind.

English guest: You mean the subtle body and the
soul are the same thing?
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as fact—a tiger. “I'm being killed by a tiger!” But where
is the tiger? Or you dream you are embracing some
beautiful girl. Where is that beautiful girl? But actually
it is happening.

Student: It is happening?

Srila Prabhupada: In one sense it is happening,
because there is discharge of semen—nocturnal
emission. But where is that girl? Is it not a dream? But
similarly, this so-called real-life experience is also a
dream. You are getting the impression of factuality, but
it is a dream. Therefore it is called maya-sukhaya,
llusory happiness. Your nighttime happiness and your
daytime happiness are the same thing. At night you
are dreaming you are embracing a nice beautiful girl,
and there is no such thing. Similarly, in the daytime
also, whatever “advancement” you are making—this is
also like that. Maya-sukhaya: you are dreaming, “This
process will make me happy” or “That process will
make me happy,” but the whole process is only a
dream. You are taking this daydream as reality
because the duration is long. At night when you
dream, the duration is just half an hour. But this
daydream lasts for twelve hours or more. That is the
difference. This is a twelve-hour dream, and that is a
half-hour dream—but actually both of them are
dreams. Because one is a twelve-hour dream, you aré
accepting it as real. That is called illusion.

Student: lllusion.
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Srila Prabhupéada: Yes... You are making a dislinclion
between an animal and yourself, but you are forgemng_
that just as the animal will die, you will also die, 8y
where is your advancement? Will you remain forever?
You will also die. So where is your advancement over
an animal? That is stated in the Vedic literatures,
Ahara-nidra-bhaya-maithunam ca samanyam etat
pasubhir naranam:. this business—eating, sleeping,
séx, and defending—this is also the animal's
business, and you are doing the same. So how are you
distinct from an animal? You will die: the animal will
die. But if you say, “I will die after one hundred years,
and this ant will die after one hour,” that does not
mean that you are in reality. It is a question of time. Or
take this huge universe—it will all be destroyed. As
your body will be destroyed, this universe will also be

destroyed. Annihilation, dissolution, Nature's way—
the whole thing will be dissolved.

Therefore it is a dream.

It is a long- ion
dream, that's all. Nothing else. Byt the advga;l;fgaetlil;
having this human body is that in this dream yoy can
realize the reality—God. That is the advantg |
you don't take advantage of this drea 98. So i

m, th
missing everything. N you are
Student: So I'm half asleep?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This is

the
Therefore, the Vedic literatures say, yggigp. Sitation,

Get up!” Jagrata: “Become awakened|” ;ﬁ: 'Get up!

nibodhata: “Now you've got the ﬂpmftunltypyal"'arén
X 2e it."
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Him.

When there is no other food, Someone may ggy
meat in order to keep from starving. 'Thgt IS all right
But it is most sinful to regularly maintain slaughter.
houses just to satisfy your tongue. Actually, you wj
not even have a human society until this cruel practice
of maintaining slaughterhouses is stopped. Ang
although animal-killing may sometimes be necessary
for survival, at least the mother animal, the cow,
should not be killed. That is simply human decency. In
the Krsna consciousness movement our practice is
that we don’t allow the killing of any animals. Krsna
says, patram puspam phalam toyam yo me bhaktya
prayacchati: “Vegetables, fruits. milk, and grains

should be offered to Me in devotion.” [Bhagavad-gita

9.26] We take only prasada, the remnants of Krsna’s
food. The trees offer ys many varieti

the trees are not Killed. Of course

il » One living entity is
food for another living entity, but that does not mgan
you can kill your mother for food.

they give us milk. Yoy take their CPWS et
Kill them in the slaughterhouse. Thig IS s
Disciple: Srila Prabhupada. Chrictic.cs

meat-eating is based orp; the vieﬁlf::tn :ty z Sanction of
life do not have a soul like the human beinr SPecies of
Srila Prabhupada: That i ishn E; e
have to understand the evidence ‘ofli‘St of aj|
presence within the body. Then we can th
the human being has a soy and the See

— e WS TR
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What are the different characteristics of the cow and
the man? If we find a difference in characteristics,
then we can say that in the animal there is no soul. But
if we see that the animal and the human being have
the same characteristics, then how can you say that
the animal has no soul? The general symptoms are
that the animal eats, you eat; the animal sleeps, you
sleep; the animal mates, you mate; the animal
defends, you defend. Where is the difference?

' Cardinal Danielou: We admit that in the animal there
may be the same type of biological existence as in
¥ man, but there is no soul. We believe that the soul is a

human soul.

Srila Prabhupada: Our Bhagavad-gita says sarva-
yonisu: “In all species of life the soul exists.”

Cardinal Danielou: But the life of man is sacred.
Human beings think on a higher platform than the
animals do.

Srila Prabhupada: What is that higher platform? The
animal eats to maintain his body, and you also eat in
order to maintain your body. The cow eats grass in the
field, and the human being eats meat from a huge
slaughterhouse full of modem machines. But just
because you have big machines and a ghastly scene,
while the animal simply eats grass, this does not mean
that you are so advanced that only within your body is
there a soul, and that there is not a soul within the
body of the animal. That is illogical. We can see that
the basic characteristics are the same in the animal
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Women’s Liberation

This exchange between Srila Prabhupada and
a woman newspaper reporter took place at
Chicago's Hare Krsna center in July of 1975.

F

¢ Reporter: What advice do you have for women who
do not want to be subordinate to men?

4rila Prabhupada: It is not my advice but the advice
of the Vedic literatures—that a woman should be
chaste and faithful to her husband.

Reporter: What should we do in the United States?
We're trying to make women equal with men.

§rila Prabhupada: You will never be equal with men,
because in so many respects your functions are
different. Why do you say artificially they're equal with
man's? The wife has to become pregnant, not the
husband. How can you change this? Both the husband
and the wife will become pregnant—is It possible?

Reporter: [No reply]

- Srila Prabhupada: Is it possible?
-. Reporter: No, it is not.

\ 41
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Srila Prabhupada: Then by nature
function differently from the other

Reporter: Why does this mean that women hay

subordinate—just because they bear childre
men can't?

€ 10 bg
N ang

Srila Prabhupada: By nature, as soon as YOu g

children you require support from your husbang
Otherwise, you are in difficulty.

Reporter: Many women with children have no suppor
from their husband. They have no...

Srila Prabhupada: Then they have to take support
from others. You cannot deny that. The government s
giving them support. Today the government is
embarrassed. If the husband supported the wife and

children, the government would be relieved of so much
welfare expenditure. So that is a problem.

Reporter: What happens when women support men?

Srila Prabhupada: First of all, try to understand tha

. Man and a woman unite,
there are children. And if th

; do ou thi 4 e g
very nice thing? The Vedic ide You think it is

: a IS thﬂt an l
should be married to a man, and the i shE::, uyl.::':lo?;ke

care of that woman and the Ch“dr&n"“ind :
dently—so that they do not become g ‘Ndaepen

: Durder
government or to the public. N to the
Reporter: Do you think that the socia| Unregy
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la Prabhupada: | am thinking like this. You give me

the answer! Simply you go on questioning. | will
el question YOuU. Do you think this burden to the

government and the public is good?
Reporter: | don’t understand what you're saying.

il 4ila Prabhupada: Every year the government has to
1f  payout millions of dollars in aid to dependent children.

" Do you think that this burden caused when the
i husband goes away from the wife—this burden to the

government and the people is good?
n  Reporter: No.
i Srila Prabhupada: That has happened because the

" woman does not agree to be subordinate. She wants
¢- “equal freedom.”

Reporter: And if women were subordinate to men, |
suppose that would solve all of our problems?

_ S.rita Prabhupada: Yes. The husband wants that his
ﬁ_ff wife should be subordinate—faithful to him. Then he's
. ready to take charge. Man’s mentality and woman's
" Mentality are different. So, if the woman agrees to
E.
‘

of or

remain faithful and subordinate to the man, then family
husband goes away,

the children, and it
ent and the people in

~life will be peaceful. Otherwise the
. the woman is embarrassed with
| becomes a burden to the governm
. general.

" Reporter: Is there anything wrong when the
- woman works? _
ere are so many things wrong,

$rila Prabhupada: Th

but the first thing 1S, why should some man'’s wife and

—d
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child become a burden to the_ government g the
public? First of all answer this. Why shoyq She
become a burden?

Reporter: [No reply]
Srila Prabhupada: What is your answer?

Reporter: Well, men are burdens to the government
100.

Srila Prabhupada: Do you think, from the sociag| point

of view, that this situation of women and fatherless
children is a very nice thing?

Reporter: What I'm trying to say is that..

happen to some women ..
who are not...

Srila Prabhupada: This is the
cannot say “some.
women. The wo
man, so that the

. this may
. I'm talking about women

general pattern. You
" In America | see they are mostly

Mman should be subordinate to the

children. The tigers—they take caret:fk; pare‘ of thgu
in the human society, if the womg L ®Ir Children. So
and the man goes away, then she is embmade pregnant
has to beg from the government. Thatts Arrassed—she
situation. ot g very good

Reporter: What about WOmen wh
have children? O do pot
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“You Are Not the Supreme”

The following conversation between Sril
Prabhupada and some of his disciples took

place in September of 1975 on ap early-
morning walk in Vrndavana. Indja.

Srila Prabhupada: Both the living entity and Lor

Krsna are full of consciousness.
consciousness

consciousness
the distinction.
Disciple: The Mayavadis [impersgnaﬁgts] say thal
when :re be‘?qome liberated we will also pervade
everywnere. We will merge into e
our individual identity. - fan and jos

Srila Prabhupada: Thg -
=) :
everything. Whatever |itte 208 you will forge!

The living entity’s
IS within himself, and Krsna’s
Pervades everywhere. Thats

Co i .
be finished. HSC'OUSHESS you had wil
Disciple: But what we ; e
illusion anyway. d€tting s just

Srila Prabhupada: If that is iberatioy, |
you now. You will forget EVErYth-;nhen .let B
[Laughter] Q--ﬁhbﬂraﬁm.‘

46
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A passerby is singing in Hindi] This s
"beration——he is singing, “O my Lord Krsna, when will
' gurrender unto Your lotus feet?” That is liberation.
Just like a child who is fully surrendered to his
parents——he s liberated. He has no anxiety. He Is
confident: “Oh, my parents are here. Whatever they do
s all right for me. No one can harm me.”

pisciple: The impersonalists say that liberation Is
getting rid of all misery.

$rila Prabhupada: Yes, if you are full of anxieties,
where is your liberation?

Disciple: They say this can be accomplished if we
become one with the Supreme.

Srila Prabhupada: Krsna is the supreme conscious-
ness. If you lose your consciousness, how do you
become one with Him?

Disciple: Well, it's not exactly that we lose OUf
consciousness, but that we merge Into the supreme
consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada: That means you want to become
God. But why are you different from God now?

Disciple: It's my /ila [pastime].
r fila, then why are

Srila Prabhupada: But if it's you

. _ ik g
you undergoing so much qusterity to gain Ilberatn.::n_
Disciple: The point is that the suprer‘:izdcznﬁfﬁs:
ness is unembodied, but We ire oMue 9 i
So when we attain supreme consciousness, we Wi

also become unembﬂd'Ed'
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Srila Prabhupada: But how have YOU be

Co
embodied if you are the Supreme? What mage yn;:
embodied? You don't like to be embodied—the body js
bringing so much suffering—so you want liberation
But whoever made you embodied, He is the Supreme
You are not the Supreme.

Disciple: | put myself in illusion so that | can enjoy
becoming liberated.

Srila Prabhupada: Why would any sane man pu

himself in a position of being repeatedly kicked Dy the

material nature in the form of birth, old age, disease.
and death? What is the enjoyment?

Srila Prabhupada: Then |
enjoy pleasure when | sto
Disciple: Thg idea is that after we experience the
S'Uffﬂflng of this worlq, liberation wil| pe very sweet.
Srila Prabhupﬁda_: But why g there Suffering? If you |
are supreme, why is there any Suffering fo 2 What
iIs this nonsense—*Suffering jg i
Disciple: It's suffering only for

understand that they are SUpreme hose who don'
who suffer, but | don’t.

Srila Prabhupada: Then yoy are

Just
dogs. They do not understand that th; ke the

IS g
we can understand. Therefore the Mz
mudhas—fools and rascals—whg dony :\f&cﬁs are

et me kick you, and you can
p.
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suffering 18 Of what enjoyment is. Mudho 'yvam

nabhiianati loko mam ajam avyayam. |Bhagavad-gita
705] Krsna says, “The fools and rascals don’t know that

| am Supreme.”
Therefore, after many lifetimes of suffering and

talking all kinds of nonsense, one who has real
knowledge surrenders to Krsna [bahunam janmanam
ante jnanavan mam prapadyate]. [Bhagavad-gita 7.19]
That is knowledge. When one comes to this
awareness—"| have simply suffered, and | have tried to
delude myself by a jugglery of words”—then he
surrenders to Krsna.

Disciple: So the Mayavada philosophy is actually the
supreme illusion?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Mayavadi-bhasya sunile
haya sarva-nasa: [Cc. Madhya 6.169] “One who
follows the Mayavada philosophy is finished.” He's
doomed. He will become absorbed in that false
ph"USODhy and never be able to accept real
philosophy. Mayavadis are offenders. Therefore they
shall remain perpetually in ignorance and think
themselves God. They openly preach, “Why are you

thinking that you are sinful? You are God.”
pt of sin. When

Disciple: The Christians have a conce

: - told the
the MavavAdia wentalorAmencamstey _
Mayavadie i dea of sin. Whatever you do, it

Christi “Forget this |
Istians, “Forg God.”

Is all ri ecause you are i
| right, b tian priests did not like the

I . The Chris
hsﬁl;:,aa:ar:: h;;i.izphy_ The Mayavadis are atheists,
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more than the Buddhists. The Buddhists do nof
Vedic authority. Therefore they are considered a
But the Mayavadi rascals accept the Vedas ang
atheism. So they are more dangerous than the
Buddhists. The Buddhists, although they are SUPposgy
to be atheists, worship Lord Buddha. He ig an

incarnation of Krsna, so one day they will be delivergy
But Mayavadis will never be delivered.

Krsna assures us in the Bhagavad-gita [18.66)
“Just surrender to Me and | will free you from g
dangers.” And we accept Krsna. Thats all Our
method is very easy. The child is trying to walk, but he
IS unable and he’s falling down. The father says, “My
dear child, just catch My hand.” Then the child is safe

These Mayavadis go against the verdict of God
God says, “The living entities are part and parcel of
Me,” and the Mayavadis Say, "l am God.” That is their

ACCepy
theiSt&

Preach

So this knowledge—that ' must surrender to
God”—comes only after many, many birthg T e
gives up this foolish word jug R

; ¥ e Qler :
liberation in Krsna CONSCiousness Z and attains real
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tomorrow he'll desire something else, beca
must undergo a change of body when h

e (ﬁﬁg
Sometimes he's taking the body of a dog ang desir,
one “good result,” and sometimes he's taking the body

of a demigod and desiring another “good resyt
Bhramatam upary adhah: he's wandering Up ang
down the universe, just like... what is that?

Disciple: A ferris wheel.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Sometimes he is rising to an
elevated position, and then again he must come down
and take the body of a dog or hog. This is going on,

brahmanda bhramite
kona bhagyavan jiva

guru-krsna-prasade pa ya
bhakti-lata-bija

that teach Krsna consciousneg :
L S,

are teaching illusion. The Problem T; s Rohoos

cannot understand the djff

- th
[devotional service] and k

tUWBer| i
WM [materig, aeﬁfif:]r

USe hE

= = =

L=
p———

— -

A = p—— —y B ;E_ g._—
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Snﬂﬁ'”mks ike karma, but it's not karma. In bhakti we
als0 work; hut for Krsna's sake. That is the difference.

cor example, Arjuna fought in the Battle of
«ruksetra, but because he fought for Krsna he is
sccepted as @ great devotee. Krsna told him, 'b.hakto S/
me... priyo 'si me [Bhagavad-gita 4.3]: "Arjuna, you
are My dear devotee.” What did Arjuna do? He fﬁljght
iat's all. But he fought for Krsna. That is the secre’[jr
He did not change his fighting capacity as a warrior'
but he changed his mentality. At first he was thinking’
“Why shall | kill my kinsmen? Let me leave the battle:
field and go to the forest and become a mendicant.”
S;:e:r:ng wanted him to fight, so at last he surren-
se n ld‘ld |t. as a service for Krsna. Not for his own

nse gratification, but for Krsna’s sense gratification.

Disciple: ification |
: mple. So sense gratlflcatlon is there even In
evotional service?

erialist] works

fi:"z' Prabhupada: Yes. A karmi [mat

IS own sense gratification, and a bhakta WOrks
for Krsna’s sense gratification. That is the difference
between a nondevotee and @ devotee. Sense
Oratification is there in either €ase but when you
work for your personal sense gr'aﬁficatiﬂn it Is

karma, and when Yyou iy
gratification it Iis bhakt. Bhakt an
different.

similar, but the quality 18 ol th 2
o is the be avior of the gopis
Another examp ds]. Krsna was a beautiful

Krsna’s cowherd gifffe
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boy and the gopis were attracted to Him. They Wantg,
Him as their lover, and they went out from their hﬂmea
in the middle of the night to dance with Him So
appears that they acted sinfully—but they gig not
because the center was Krsna. Therefore Caitanya
Mahaprabhu recommends, ramya kacid Upasan;
vrgjavadhu-vargena ya kalpita: “There is no better

mode of worshiping Krsna than that practiced by
the gopis.”

But the rascals think, “Oh, this is very good. Krsng
danced in the middle of the night with other men's
wives, so let us also gather some girls and dance, and
we will also enjoy like Krsna.” This is a gross mis-
understanding of Krsna’s pastimes with the gopis. To
brevent this misunderstanding, Srila Vyasadeva [the

author of Srfmad-Bhégavaram] has devoted nine
cantos of the Bh3

Yo i gs with the gopis. In this
way they become Sahajiyas [imitatorg of Krsnal]. ;

Srila Prabhupada: No. Karmsa

also as : :
Krsna, but as an enemy. That IS not bsf?.acfi'?j[ed with
must be anukdlyena Krsnanu-siianay,. o Bhakt

devotional service. One should NOt imitate i(rfsamrable
>0 or try
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» not very much pleased with that answer.

“What have we done?” they ask. They have done
so many sinful things, but they do not admit they are
sinful. This 18 hypocrisy. In the Ten Commandments
e Bible clearly says, “Thou shalt not kill.” But they’ll

ot obey. That is sinful.

willful sinners. If one acts sinfully out of ignorance
there may be some concession, but they are
xnowingly sinful. They know that killing cows is sinful,

vet still they are doing it.

Disciple: Most Christians don’t think it's a sin to eat
meat, Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada: That means the priests are
rascals for misinterpreting the Bible. This hypocrisy is
going on in the name of religion. But how long can
those who preach such ideas cheat others? You can
cheat all people sometimes, and you can cheat some
people all of the time, but you can’t cheat all people all
of the time.
Disciple: The communists also argue that _the
Christian religion is hypocrisy. They Say it is “the opium
of the people.” So they want to abolish it.

Srila Prabhupada: The Gnmmur?isfts have had ahbad
experience with the Christian religion, and thgy t::E
no information that there is @ need of religion. S0 they

wan ish all religion-

“- t to a-bolrlls jpp R say that the problems_ of
" :cIP:I.dT;B = reat that unless people give
| W

wel
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allegiance to a world government,
cannot be solved.

Srila Prabhupada: We also say that. Krsna is the
Supreme Lord; take shelter of Him a'nd all problems
will be solved. That we are also teaching.

Disciple: But the communists have missed the POinf
that Krsna must be recognized as the Supreme Lorg

Srila Prabhupada: Ekale iSvara krsna, ara saba
bhrtya: “The only master is Krsna. Everyone else is
His servant.” This is the central principle of the

Bhagavad-gita. Accept this principle and everything
will be all right, immediately.

If you study the Bha

the Pl’DblemS

gavad-gita, you won't find any .
word that you can refute or that is not good for you.
The whole Bhagavad-gits is Practical—very congenia
for human Civilization. F;i

'St Krsna teaches that you
b You are not the body. You are
a SpIrit soul within the b |

SPiritua|
further. But the rascals do ot k':]nﬁwtedge advances
they have no Spiritual k

ow irit i 0
nowledg., What spirit is. S
Disciple: They think COWS haye No spj it

Irit.

Srila Prabhupada: Hoy, can they ¢
in cows? You have spirit Your bog aiy there g no spirit

ng. YOU are talklnag mf}Vin

9. You are
Ang

as soon as
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the spirit soul is gone from your body, the body becomes
dead matter. The hands and legs will still be there, but
they will not work, because the spirit soul is gone.

So, what is the difference between the cow’s body
and your body? Come to human reasoning. Is there
any essential difference between your body and a

cow's body?

Disciple: No. But now they are saying that human
beings also have no soul. They say that since the cow
has no soul, we can eat the cow, and since human
beings have no soul...

Srila Prabhupada: ...you can kill the baby in the
womb. Advancement of ignorance is accepted as
advancement of civilization. Why? Because there is no

Spiritual knowledge.

Srila Prabhupada and his disciples pass a man
playing golf )
Disciple: That man thinks he has retired from working

hard, but he’s still working hard just to put a ball in
a hole.

Srila Prabhupada: What else can he do? He doesn't
know that there is another engagement: spiritual life.

That is his ignorance.
When there was an electricity failure in New York,
the statistics showed that more women became

pregnant. What else could people do in the darkness?
‘Let us have sex.” That’'s all. Without spiritual

knowledge, human beings become just like animals. o
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gex is the main happiness in this material world.
rhat is the main happiness, and |E is very abominable.
What is this happiness? Kandiiyanena karayor iva
dunkna«duhkham. It is like the rubbing of two hands
togjether vo relieve an itch. Sex produces so many bad
results, but otill one is not satisfied. Now there are
~ontraceptives, abortion—s0 marny things. Maya
illusion] 1s SO strong; she says, “Yes, do this and

be implicated.”

Therefore the Bhagavatam says, kandutivan
manasijam visaheta dhirah. A man who Is dhira, sober
and sane. tolerates this itching sensation of sex desire.
One who can tolerate the itching sensation saves SO
much trouble, but one who cannot is immediately
implicated. Whether illicit or legitimate, sex is trouble.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, this is the first time we've
walked this way. Everything looks different and new.

Srila Prabhupada: [Laughs] This is material life. We
are wandering sometimes this way, sometimes that
way, and we are thinking, «Oh, this is new.”
Brahmanda bhramite: we aré wandering all over the
universe trying to find out somet
s new. Everything is old.

When a man becomes old, he generally thinks,
“Oh, this life is SO troublesome.” SO he is allowed to

change to a new body, a child’s body. The child is
nd he thinks, “Now |'ve got such a

take re of, a
iy » But again he becomes old and

comfortable life- St
disqusted. So, Krsna 18 5 kind: “All right,” He says,

hing new. But nothing
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‘change your body.” This is punah punas Caryjg,
carvananam: chewing the chewed. Krsna gjyes the
living entity many facilities: “All right, become a treg
All right, become a serpent. Al right, become
demigod. All right, become a King. All right, become 5
cobbler. Go to the heavenly planets. Go to the helligh
planets.” There are so many varieties of life, but in 4
of them the living entity is packed up in this materi

world. He's looking for freedom, but he does not Know

that freedom is available only under the shelter
Krsna. That he will not accept.

Seeing the sufferin
Mayavadis [im

of

g in this material world. the
Personalists] want to make |ife variety-
less [nirvisesa] and the Buddhists want to make it zero

[SGnya). But neither Proposition is pPossible. You ma

‘émain variety-less for some time, but again you wil
- Big, big san

fyasis [renunciants] preach
SO much aboyt brahma

‘ Salyam jagan mithya [“The
'mpersonal absolyte IS trye:
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. and in that way they are satisfied. When a rabbit
e, ® danger it closes its eyes and thinks
anger. These rascals are like that. It Is

all ,-gnorance.
pisciple: There is a philosophy called stoicism, which

says that since life is meant for suffering, one should

st become very sturdy and suffer a great deal.

}
&rila Prabhupada: So, their idea is that one who can

suffer without any protest, he is a first-class man.
Believing in such a philosophy means that one does
not know how to stop suffering. One class of philoso-
phers says that suffering cannot be dismissed and
therefore we must be strong to tolerate it. And another
class of philosophers says that since life is full of
suffering, we should make life zero. But neither class
has any information that there is real life where there
s no suffering. That is Krsna consciousness. There is
ife, but no suffering. Anandamayo ‘bhyasat: simply
bliss. Dancing, eating, and chanting, with no suffering.
Would anybody refuse that? Is there any such fool?

Disciple: People deny that such a life exists.

Srila Prabhupada: But suppose there is such a life,
Where you can simply dance, eat, and live happily for

eternity. Would you not like 10 accept it?
Disciple: Anyone would like to accept it. But people

think it doesn’t exist.
$rila Prabhupada: So our first proposition should be

that there is a life like this: only happiness with no
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occupation, along with food and shelter. Then, Whep
he’s working, if the gentleman sees that he's Workjng
very nicely, he will say, “All right, take some salarys
Therefore it is better to work without any remuneratiun ¥
than to remain lazy, without any work. That S a very &
dangerous position. But in the modern Civilization, gp
account of too many machines, there are sg Many
unemployed people, and so many lazies also. |t IS not
good.

Disciple: Most people would say these ideas are very
old-fashioned. They'd rather have their technology
even if it creates a high unemployment rate, because
they see it as a means of freedom from drudgery, and

also as a means of freedom to enjoy television
movies, automobiles . ..

Srila Prabhupada: Technology is not freedom
Rather, it is a freeway to hell. |t IS not freedom.
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he erceived, and consciousness is the symptom
can oul. But if. as you say, life comes from matter,
nust demonstrate it by supplying the missing

then you . .
_nemicals 10 make a dead body live again. This is

pisciple: it will require some time to find the
right chemicals.
2 Prabhupada: That means you are talking

Sril
~onsense. Your belief is that life comes from
chemicals, but you cannot prove it. Therefore, you

orove yourself to be a rascal.

Disciple: But you accept the Bhagavad-gita on
taith. How is that scientific? It's only your belief, isn't

that correct?

$rila Prabhupada: Why isn’t it scientific? The
Bhggavad -gita says, annad bhavanti bhuatani
parjanyad anna-sambhavah: “All living entities subsist
by eating sufficient food grains, and grains are

produced from rain.” Is that belief?

Disciple: That must be true.

Srila Prabhupada: Similarly, everything in the
If you think about it carefully, you

Bhagavad-gita is true.
will find it is all true. In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says
st be an intelligent class of men,
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cerned about what kind of next life they were
have. There are 8,400,000 forms of life. The
torm of life, the cats and dogs are also
fe. and the worm in the stool is also a form of
| together there are 8,400,000 species. Since
to have a next life, since we have to leave

our present body and take another body, our main
concern should be what kind of body we are going to
get next. But where is that university which educates its

students to prepare for the next life?
priest: Catholic universities all over the world are
doing that, and that’s our main purpose—to teach the

young man or the young girl success in this world but,
above all, success in the next, which means union with

God for eternity. That’s top priority.

Srila Prabhupada: So, how can we know what kind of
body we are going to have in our next life?

Priest: All | know is that there’s no annihilation. I'm
going to be joined with God.

Mother: We're going to be joined with Almighty God,
that’s all. We're going to Almighty God when we die.
We don’t have to worry.

Srila Prabhupada: But what is the qualification for
going to God? Does everyone go 1o God?

Mother and Priest: Yes. Yes.
Priest: Everybody who believes in God and who leads

a good life and does his best in this world ...
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Srila Prabhupada: But the children will grow up and
get old and die eventually in any case. So death has
not been stopped. And besides, why do they bother
about these children? They don’t want overpopulation,
so logically the doctors should let them die. But the
doctors are illogical. On one side they want to check
the death of children, and on the other side they
recommend the use of contraceptives and kil the
children in the womb by abortion. Why? Why are they
killing? To check the increase in population. Then
when children are dying in another part of the world,

why are they anxious to save them?

Disciple: Once the child is born, they want to save
him. But when the child is still in the womb they
feel they can kill him. They say he is not yet a
human being.

Srila Prabhupada: But the child is already born as
soon as a woman becomes pregnant. Pregnancy
means the child is already born. How can they say
there is no child? What is this nonsense? When a
woman is pregnant, why do we say she is “with child"?
This means the child is already born. Therefore, | say
this abortion business is simply rascaldom.

Disciple: Well, they've rationalized it.
Srila Prabhupada: How?

Disciple: Sometimes they say they're just doing what
they feel is best. And of course they deny that there's
any such thing as karma to punish them later. |t geoms




On Abortion and "Rabbit Fhilos

like they have a Kind of ‘rabbi ' N
abbit Philosophy.” en ¢
| = , sophy.” Wh a
.rabblt closes his eVes soOo he doesn’t see the woltl

bearing down on him, he May actually think he's safe
lérilﬂ Prabhupada: So, the abortionists believe in
abbit philosophy. It is not a man's philosophy. It is
abbit's philosophy, frog's philosophy, ass's
philosophy. And they have been described in Srimad-
Bhagavatam [(2.3.19]: sva-vid-varahostra-kharaih
samstutah purusah pasuh. The leaders, who often
support abortion, are rascals, and they’re glorified by
another set of rascals and fools—the people in
general. Because the whole population is made up of
ascals, they elect a rascal as their leader. Then, being
dissatisfied, they throw the first rascal out of office and
gect another rascal. This is called punah punas
carvita-carvananam: chewing the chewed. The people
do not know whom to elect. Therefore they have to be
educated to choose a leader who is God conscious,
#ho is actually fit to be a leader. Then they will be

nappy. Otherwise, they will go on electing one rascal
ad rejecting him, electing another rascal and

glecting him, and so on. e
| i~a there is a slogan, In we trust.” We
& ;:;ASZ?’:EZ: the standard for a leader should be

od is and that he trusts in Him.
lﬁt he knows who G want to know who God is, they

And | ly 2
d if people actuﬂ 4-gita. They should read it with
‘an read the Bh.agfa‘lﬂil ngarsta"d’ and then for further

fgi::lgence and tryy;t?.] dy gr;mad-shégavatam. It is not
Progress they ma

"y
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o Might Makes Right” 87

‘should be gi\?:nlt‘ They're thinking that the power
other People Whotg the people, but there are many

g will dj oo
the materig worlg: evdlsagree. This is the nature of

! else. But these rascal
i_understand this.

gentleman, g very

€ryone is envious of everyone
S don't have the intelligence to
In India there was Gandhi—a

B vou nice politician—but he was killed.
>0 YOU cannot Stop this. It is the nature of the material

?ﬂrld; evgryone IS envious of others. You'll never be
~able to find a group of materialistic men who are

Jperiect. So why do they say, “Give the power to the
‘people™? They are simply rascals.

- Therefore, Srfmad—Bhégavaram says, paramo
‘nirmatsaranam satam: Krsna consciousness is for the
perfect, nonenvious person. Those who are not Krsna
‘conscious must be envious. Everywhere you'll find
competition. Krsna had enemies. Jesus Christ had
enemies, or else why was he crucified? He had no
fault; he was preaching God consciousness. Yet he
was crucified. This is the material world. Even though
| one is perfect, still he’ll have enemies. How can you
stop it? They say, “Give the power to the people,” but
as soon as there is one good group of people
governing, another group will stand against |t They
will say, “Give the power to .us.“ So where is your
perfection? This is Nnot perfection. Therefore, Ee h?-'ve
to give up all connection with this material world—that

is perfection.
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Disciple: But how can you avoid anarchy atri‘::t;ir| hizs
good government if you give up all connee
this world?

Srila Prabhupéada: Yes, this IS the point: you have to
follow the perfect authority.

Disciple: And this was their contention: you advocate
following a superior authority.

$rila Prabhupada: If you want a perfect society, you
must follow the perfect authority. You cannot find
perfection through mundane politics. You have to
follow the real, recognized authorities: the perfect
liberated souls. This was the system in the Vedic
culture. The authority was Lord Krsna and the Vedic
literature, and society was directed by Manu [the
forefather and law-giver of Mankind] and the Manu-
samhita. Mahajano yena gatah sa panthah: to attain
perfection, we must follow the mahajanas—perfect
self-realized authorities.

Disciple: But these young people said even spiritual
authorities are imperfect.

Srila Prabhupada: They may say that but why

should we accept their opinion—the opinion of
Imperfect rascals? Their only idea of authority is

“Might makes right.” For Instance, that group
yesterday was advocating “Power to the people.” SO

E:ZZ: Ir‘na::t got some_might, and they are pressuring,
accept this idea.” And this is going on 2l

ov YT
oo Might makes right.” All the rascals




little mightie

On "Might Makes Right” 89

re fight - i ¢
ghting WIth one another, and the one who is a

“becomes prominent. That's all.
DISCIPIE: They sSay this is always the case—with any
authority, it's Just some leader who's pushed himself
forward. So they've rejected all authorities.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, because all their so-called
authorities have been imperfect. But there is a perfect
authority also: Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. And any authority who follows and teaches
according to the instructions of Krsna is also perfect.
That is authority. |

We Krsna conscious devotees are exactly

following the authority of Krsna. In presenting Krsna

consciousness, we are simply presenting the words of
Krsna and trying to convince people, “Here is the real
authority; if you follow you'll be happy.” Krsna says,
You surrender unto Me.” And we are saying,

- “Surrender to Krsna.” We know that Krsna is perfect

= e e e ——— sk g il i

and that to surrender unto Him is perfection. And
whenever we speak, we always quote Krsna and

Krsna’s representatives.
Disciple: But in order for someone to surrender,
doesn’t he have to have faith in whoever is asking him

to surrender? -
S upada: Yes, faith must be there.

Srila Prabh I;e Bhagavad-gita Krsna first of a]|

in t
Therefore, :f:e is the absolute truth; then He asks yo

EPIOVes th:;r But you need to have the intelligence to
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on how to create Something. :
are wasting time,

holding big conferences

Just see this childish proposal. They |
misleading people, and wasting everyones hard-

earned money. Therefore | say they are rascals. They
are trying to ‘“create.” What will they create?

Everything is already there. But they do not know this,
even with all their advanced education. Therefore, the
Bhagavad-gita describes them as mudhas, rascals.

Now, you tell these muaghas, My dear sir, you
- cannot create, nor can anything be created. Just find
out where the living entities are coming from, what is
their source, who is the brain behind all of nature. Find
that out. That is real knowledge. If you struggle for this
knowledge and try to find the original source of
everything, then some day you may come to the
platform of vasudevah sarvam iti sa mahatma su-
durlabhah [Bhagavad-gita 7.19]: you'll understand that

God is the source of everything, and your knowledge
will be perfect.”

Look at this nice flower—do you think it has come
out automatically, without the direction of any brain?
This is nonsensical philosophy. These so-called
scientists use so many bombastic words, but how
much are they actually explaining? Nobody else can

understand; it is understood by them only. They put
forth some complicated | ' '

say that everything is automatically done
That's not the fact.



ment, just like a wonderful
'S an operator. These rascals
- Where is the machine that is

‘machine is working ver
‘there is no operator?

Ii For example, the harmonium is also a machine,
|§nd If an expert musician is playing it, then it produces
'-g.ery melodious pleasing sounds. “Oh, how nice.” But
Wwill the harmonium play automatically and give out
melodious sounds? So they don’t even have any
ommon sense, and still they are calling themselves
scientists. That is our regret—that these people don't
' n have any common sense and still they are
sing as scientists.

i‘.haktisvarapa Damodara Swami: They are thinking
aﬂ]at because through chemistry they are able to

synthesize some primitive amino adds...

ada: That is craftsmanship; that is not
ikgnr:::':;g:h;gr instance, let us §ay that you paint a
£ B of a. 108 You are a Eamter, not a man of
5?: ur sMan of knowledge” means someone who
( owledge. hings are being done. A painter Simply
nows how  he sees that's all. Therefore, art ang
mitates av:zatwo Jifferent departments
lence are




.
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‘Bhaktisvarapa Damodara Swami: So if they cregte
~ some synthetic, that is just an art.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. For example, a good cook
knows how to mix the spices and condiments and
make very tasty things. So you can call a chemist 5
good cook. Chemistry is nothing but the art of mixing
different chemicals, that's all. There is oll, there is
alkaline, you mix it very professionally, and soap
comes out—very useful.

Bhaktisvaripa Damodara Swami: But the scientists
are convinced that somehow they’ll be able to create
life and even make a human being.

Srila Prabhupada: This is not a problem, that without
your creation of life the world will go to hell. Life is
already there. For Instance, there are so many
motorcars—if | manufacture another motorcar, is there
any great credit for me? So many motorcars are already
there! When there were NO motorcars, the first man who
manufactured one had some credit. “Yes, you have
done something nice—a horseless carriage. People will
benefit from it—a convenience—that's all right.” But
when there are millions ang millions of motorcars simply

creating accidents, and | manufacture another
motorcar, what is my credit? What is my credit?
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Damodara Swami: They want to
uman being. They want to make

to the Scientists. ‘Don’t waste time trying to make life.
Iry to make your life better Try to understand what

your actual spiritug| dentity is, so that you may

become happy in this lifetim

<

] Srila Prabhupédﬂi Yes, that js our proposal. We say

1

J

' e. This research should
be done.”

The first thing they have to learn is that there IS a
driver, or soul, within the ‘motorcar” of the body. This
s the first point of knowledge. Unless one
understands this simple thing, he's an ass. The
driver—the soul—is moving the motorcar of this body:.
And if the driver is educated, then he can move his

body for self-realization, so that he can go home, back
f-? 0 Godhead. Then he becomes perfect. So we are
€ducating the driver—we are not trying to manufac-
lure another tin car. This is Krsna consciousness. »
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wasted-—and these people are simply

il
ways to waste time. inding new

Of., course, the Americans are doing things in a
very nice way, with great technological advancement
put whgt they are doing is blind. You may be a very;
good driver, but if you are blind, then how well will you
drive? You'll create disaster. So the American people
must open their eyes spiritually, so that their good
driving capacity will be properly utilized. Now they’re
trying to see through microscopes. But as long as they
remain blind to their own spiritual identity, what will
they see? They may have microscopes or this
machine or that machine—but they are blind. That

they do not know.

Disciple: | think most Americans are more interested
in raising a family than in self-realization.

Srila Prabhupada: Krsna consciousness IS not
hindered by family life, one way or the other. Ahaituky
;Hpraﬁhaté. God consciousness cannot b_e checked by
anything—if you are sincere. In any circumstances
you can be engaged. You can execute Krsna
consciousness in four ways. pranair arthair ‘dhfyé
%gog__by your life, by your money, by your intelli-

, if you want to be a
: by your words SQ |
?ence, s yu cannot dedicate twenty-four hours

noney and use it to spread Krsna
d if you cannot earn money, then

There is s0 much intellectual
ion. research, and so on. If you
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ze your words to tell people

about Krsna. Wherever you may be, sIMply explain
'o someone, “Krsna is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Just offer your obeisances tg
Krsna.” Finished.

So where is the scarcity of opportunities? You can
serve Krsna in any capacity, provided you want tq
serve. But if you want to engage Krsna in your service
that is a blunder. People are going to church—“Goqg
serve us; give us our daily bread.”

People manufacture their own problems. Actually,
there are no problems. /savasyam idam sarvam: God
has arranged everything. He has made everything
perfect and complete. You see so many fruits for the
birds—so sumptuously supplied. Purnam idam: Krsna
has already supplied everything in sufficient quantity.
But these rascals are blind; they do not see this. They
are trying to adjust. Why do they need to make an
adjustment? Everything is already sufficient. It is just
~ that people are misusing things. But otherwise, they
already have sufficient land, sufficient intelligence—
everything is sufficient.

In Africa and Australia they have so much land
but m:-?tead of relying on nature’s bounty of crops, they
are raising cattle to kill them. This is their intelligence.
People are growing coffee and tea and tobacco, even
thqugh they know these things hurt their health. In
30“.'19 Pérts of ’fhe world people are dying for want of
grain, and yet in other parts of the world people are

98
cannot do that, then utili
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L Y'OWinc :

iy | death g }:?bﬁcﬁ'. Which will only bring disease and

‘ | : S IS their ; N1

l | T Intelligence

ty | The J

e Problem g th. %
V| life is BOBI  h. ‘hat these rascals do not know that

[ nobody K for {Nderstanding God. Ask anyone:
| WS, They are such fools. Don’t you see

h | g
2 QICJV:; th;.,Ch Care they are taking for dogs? They're
i BT U0 not Know whether they’ll be God

) -
 EESHSCIoUS or goq vOnscious. The dog runs on four
hink they have become advanced

, 1 legs, but People thj
| fun by car—on four wheels. They
come civilized, but their business is

Disciple: And the purpose for the running is the
' Same—eating, sleeping, mating, and defending.

 Srila Prabhupada: Yes.
'a dog’s, then what is th
course, you can use the

the message of Krsna consciousness. You can use
' everything for Krsna. That is what we teach. If there i
'@ nice car, why should | condemn it? Utilize it for
Krsna; then it is all right. We don’t say, “Give it up.” No.
Whén you have produced something by your God-

given intelligence, it is all right—if you use it for God.

- But when you use it for other purposes than Krsna,

then it is nonsense.

Take this car—so nicely decorated. |f | say “It is g

ense,” is that very intelligent? No. The purpose for
.n?;h you’have created this car—that js nonsense. So
whi

If the purpose is the same as
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we simply want people to change their consciousness,
We don’t condemn the things they have produced.

For instance, with a knife you can cut vegetables
and fruit, but if you use it for cutting your throat, that is
bad. So now people are using the knife of technology
for cutting their own throats, for forgetting all about
self-realization, Krsna consciousness. This is bad.

Nr-deham adyam su-abham su-durtabham plavam
su-kalpam: our human body is just like a good boat—
with our human intelligence we can cross the ocean of
nescience, the ocean of repeated birth and death in this
material world. And guru-karnadharam/ mayanukulena
nabhasvateritarh puman bhavabdhim na taret sa atma-
ha: we have a favorable wind—Krsna's instructions in
the Vedic literatures—plus we have a good captain, the
bona fide spiritual master, who can guide us and
enlighten us. With all these facilities, if we cannot cross
the ocean of nescience, then we are cutting our throats.
The boat is here, the captain is here, the favorable wind

is here, but we are not utilizing them. That means we
are killing ourselves. ¢
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s 4 M between Srila Prabhupada
7 B gn naia’s ambassador to Sweden took place

: Merica and India and so many

. he world, they have a “secular
tate.” The government leaders say they don’t want to

avor any particular religion, but actually they are
favoring irreligion.

Ambassador: Well, we have a problem. We have a
nultireligious society, so we people in government
nave to be careful. We can’t take too strong a position
n religion.

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. The government must
fake a strong position. Of course, the government
should be neutral to all forms of bona fide religion. Byt
t also has a duty to see that the pefpie are genuinely
eligious. Not that in the name of a “secular state” the
;overnment should let the people go to hell.

: that's true.
. mb hupada: Yes, if you are a Muslim, then it i
g ll; F:ra:f the government to see that you are really
e auty

101
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acting as a Muslim. It you are a Hindu, it I the
government's duty to see that you are actmg as a
Hindu. If you are Christian, it is the governmgnt s duty
to see that you are acting as a Christian. The
government cannot give up religion. Dh&r{?’??na hinah
pasubhih samanabh: if people become irreligious, then
they are simply animals. So it is the government's duty
to see that the citizens are not becoming animals. The
people may profess different forms of religion. That
doesn’t matter. But they must be religious. “Secular
state” doesn’t mean that the government should be
callous—“Let the people become cats and dogs,
without religion.” If the government doesn’t care, then
it isn’t a good government.

Ambassador: | think there’s a lot in what you say. But,
you know, politics is the art of the possible.

$rila Prabhupada: No. Politics means seeing that the
people become advanced, that the citizens become
spiritually advanced. Not that they become degraded.

Ambassador: Yes, | agree. But | think the primary
duty of the government is to provide the conditions in
which gifted people, spiritual leaders like you, can
function. If the government does any more than that, it

might even corrupt the various religious groups. | think
government should be like an umpire in a game—
provide the conditions for free speech.

'tér:'ila Prabhupﬁd_a: No. Government must do more
an that. For instance, you have a commerce
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'department%the government sees that the trade qnd
findustrial enterprises are doing nicely, working
properly. The government issues licenses. They have
supervisors and inspectors. Or, for instance, you have
an education department—trained inspectors who

see that the students are being properly educated.
Similarly, the government should have expert men

who can check to see that the Hindus are really acting
like Hindus, the Muslims are acting like Muslims, and
the Christians are acting like Christians. The
government should not be callous about religion. They
may be neutral—"Whatever religion you profess, we
have nothing to do with that”—but it is the
government’s duty to see that you are doing nicely,
that you are not bluffing.

Ambassador: Surely... as far as moral conduct is
concerned. But more than that, how is it possible,

you know?
Srila Prabhupada: The thing Is, unless you are
actually following religious principles, you cannot

possibly have good moral conduct.
yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akificana
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah

hardv abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna
manorathenasati dhavato bahih

One who has unflinching devotion to Gog consistently

< all godly qualities. But one who has no such

: 851:
manif always be concocting SChemes for

devotion must
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Guest: |f man wasn't meant to eat meat, why in nature
"do the other animals kil| meat?

Srila Prabhupada: Are YOu “another animal’?
Guest: Wel| we're al animals.

Srila Prabhupada:

animals? You classify yourself with the animals?
Guest: Wel|. we're all animals

Srila Prabhupada: No, not all. You may be, but we are
not. Do you like to be Classified with the animals?

Guest: | don’t fee] that | am better than the animals. |
have respect for all God’s Creatures.

Srila Prabhupada: You have respect for all, and you
Kill animals?

Guest: Well, why is it—if man is not meant to eat
meat—that in nature the animals eat each other?

Srila Prabhupada: When animals eat meat, they are
'Jfollowing nature’s law. When you eat meat, you are

breaking nature’s law.

Guest: What? |
ffrila Prabhupada: For instance, a tiger will never

_ . _grain—"Oh, you've got so much
1 ome toi -felar:'!n; ;2;2_,, No. Even if there are hundreds
]gram_gof grain, he doesn't care. But he'll pounce
2_t::f bags nimal. That is his natural instinct. But why do
upon an a . fruit, milk, meat, and whatever yoy get?
N ta_ke g.ra; \'(ou are neither animal nor human being.

hat is thls-'using your humanity! You shoyld think,
%?/U gt;r.e erzltsa ble for me?” A tiger may eat meat—ng i«
“What is |
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: are claiming to be a civilized human
_be'”QfSD YOu should utilize all this. That is Krsna
' $CONSCiousness. perfect consciousness. Human life is
meant for raising oneself to the perfection of conscious-
€SS, and that is Krsna consciousness. We cannot
~remain in tiger consciousness That is not humanity.

~ Another guest: Have we fallen from higher to lower,
. Jor have we come up from plants and animals?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, naturally you have fallen from
higher to lower—from the spiritual world to this
material world, and then down to the lower species.
Then you make progress, and you again come to this
human form. If you utilize your higher consciousness,
then you go still higher, you go to God. But if you don't
use your higher consciousness, you again go down.

So don’t be misguided. Take to God conscious-
ness, Krsna consciousness, and that will be proper
use of this human form of life. Otherwise, if we indulge
in meat-eating like a tiger, we may get the body of a
tiger in our next life, but what is the use? Suppose |

| iger i t life. Is that a
ery strong tiger in my nex _ .
Jreome a very Do you know the life of a tiger?

| ion?
Very good p;o:::r:or;ét daily. They pounce upon one
_'Th_*-""Y CRnIe ep it secretly, and for a month they eat
Jimal and 4@ F; flesh—because they don't always
the decomposig kill an animal. God will not give that
iﬁget the cha_nce S the jungle, wherever there is a
:Chﬂnce' 100 nimals flee. Self-defense. So on rare
ﬂillger the other @ he tiger is too hungry, then God
3

t
occasions: ion
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Disciple: But the scientists say these are acts o faith.
They say that when we offer food to God. it's only oyr
faith that makes us think God accepts it They say

they can't see Him eating.
Srila Prabhupéda: They cannot see. but / can see. |
am not a fool like them. They are spiritually blind—

suffering from cataracts, ignorance. |f they come tq
me, | shall operate, and then they'll see God also,

Disciple: Well, the scientists want to see God now,

Srila Prabhupada: But Krsna will not reveal Himself
to them now, because they're rascals—big animals.
Sva-vid-varahostra kharaih  samstutah purusah
pasuh: “Anyone who's not a devotee of God is just a
big animal—a big camel or a big dog or a big swine—
and the people who praise him are the same.”

Disciple: They Say we're just dreamers—that we
make up fantasies about God and the spiritual world.

Srila Prabhupada: Why do they say “fantasies™

They have no brain to understand, so they say
“fantasies.”

Disciple: Well, their standard of objectivity is what
they can perceive through their senses.

2eNSes, who do they think made that? Why are they
such fools that they don’t understand this?




The God-Blind Scientists 113

R i,
'SCiple: They say that if God made these things,

Itheyd be able to see Him, just as they can see
the ocean.

| Srila Prabhupada: And | say to them, “Yes, you can
- see God, but first you have to have the eyes. You are
blind; you have cataracts. Come to me and | will
operate. Then you'll see God.” This is why the Vedic

L

gacchet: “To see God, you must approach a bona fide
- spiritual master.” Otherwise, how can they see God
with their blind eyes?

Disciple: But the scientists don’t have any faith in
the kind of seeing you’re talking about. The only
kind of seeing they put any faith in is what they
_can gather through their eyes and their microscopes

‘and telescopes.

‘Srila Prabhupada: Why? If you look up in the sky
now, you will think it is vacant. But it is not vacant; your
eyes are deficient. There aré innumerable planets and
. the sky, but you cannot see them; you are
e in So just because you cannot see the

- blind 10 them'ets, does this mean they do not exist?

stars and plan | e
The scientists admit they're ignorant

Disciplé: e things. But still they won’'t accept

. apout ST;atiOn of things they can’t see with their

pﬁda: Why not?
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Disciple: Because they think that what you tell them
may be wrong.

Srila Prabhupada: That is their misfortune. Our gross
senses cannot approach God. To know Him we have
to hear from an authority. That is the process for

gaining higher knowledge.
Disciple: But that step requires faith. Faith in the guru.

Srila Prabhupada: Not faith—common sense! If you
want to learn medicine, you have to go to an expert
physician. You cannot learn it by yourself.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, from all you've said, it's
obvious we can support our ideas as well as the
atheistic scientists can support theirs. But they're in
control of society. They’re dominant.

Srila Prabhupada: Dominant? [Laughs] One kick
from Maya [Krsna's material energy| and all their
“dominance” is finished in one second. They are
controlled by Maya, but they are thinking that they are
free. This is foolishness.

Disciple: They don’t want to come to their senses.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore they are rascals. A
rascal is someone who will insist he's right even after
you have proved he's wrong. He will never take a good
lesson. And why do they remain rascals? Na mam
duskrtino  madhah prapadyante naradhamah
[Bhagavad-gita 7.15]: because they are auskrtina—
very, very sinful. Don’t you see how they are making a
world of slaughterhouses and brothels. how they are
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Give God the Nobel Prize

The following conversation between Srila

Prabhupada and some of his disciples took
place on an early-morning walk in Geneva in

June of 1974.

Srila Prabhupada: Just look at this fig. In this one fig
you find thousands of seeds—and each tiny seed is a
whole new fig tree. Now, where is that chemist who
can do such a thing: first make a tree, and then make
the tree bear fruit, and next make the fruit produce
seeds, and finally make the seeds produce still more
trees? Just tell me. Where is that chemist?

Disciple: They talk very proudly, Srila Prabhupada,

but none of these chemists and such can do any of
these things.

Srila Prabhupada: Once a Dig chemist came to me

an_d E}dﬂ'li’['[&d, “Our chemical advancement, our
scientific advanc

If a man artificially
oh, so many people will go to
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_~and even purchase tickets for ten dollars, twenty
a just to see an artificial dog. Our scientific
f U 53 ; " e N
! advancement is like this.

If a man makes an artificial imitation of nature. say

by barking, people go to see and even pay money.
When it comes to the natural barking, no one cares.
And when these big so-called scientific rascals claim
they can manufacture life, people give all sorts of
praise and awards. As for God's perfect natural
process—millions and millions of beings born at each

moment—no one cares. People don't give God's
process very much credit.

The fool who concocts some utopian scheme for
creating living beings from dead material chemicals—
he is given all credit, you see: the Nobel Prize. “Oh,
here is a creative genius.” And nature is injecting
millions and millions of souls into material bodies at

every moment—the arrangement of God—and no one

Cares. This is rascaldom.

Even if we suppose you could manufacture a man
Or animal in your labouratory, what would be your
credit? After all, a single man or animal created by
‘you, and millions and millions created by the Lord. So
“we want to give credit to Krsna, who is really Creating
all these living beings we see every day.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, you remember Aldous
Huxley, who predicted in Brabve New World a process
 of gen,etically screening babies, of breeding men for
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certain traits? The idea would be to take one strain of
traits and breed a class of workingmen, take another
strain of traits and breed a class of administrators, and
take still another strain of traits and breed a class of
cultured advisers and scholars.

Srila Prabhupada: Once again, that is already
present in God's natural arrangement. Guna-karma-
vibhagasah: according to one’s qualities and
activities in his past life, in this present life he gets a
fitting body. If one has cultivated the qualities and
activities of ignorance, he gets an ignorant body and
must live by manual labour. If one has cultivated the
qualities and activities of striving passion, he gets a
passionate body and must live by taking charge of
others—administration. If one has cultivated the
qualities and activities of enlightenment, he gets an
enlightened body and must live by enlightening and
advising others.

So you see, God has already made such a
perfect arrangement. Every soul receives the body he
desires and deserves, and the social order receives
Citizens with required traits. Not that you have to
breed these traits. By His natural arrangement, the
Lord equips a particylar soul with particular kinds of

bodies. Why even try imitating what God and nature
already do perfectly?

'[‘tis't who visited me, “You
SIMply wasting time.” Childish.
the dog’s barking. The scientist




al, imitation dog barks, that is science. Isn't
| Whatever degree the scientist succeeds in
artificially Imitating  what  the Lord’s natural

the scientists’ claiming they can now produce babies
in a test tube, you said, “But that is already being
done in the mother’s womb. The womb is the perfect

Srila Prabhupada: Yes nature is already doing
everything with utter perfection. But some puffed-up
scientist will make a shabby imitation——-using the
ingredients nature Supplies—and get the Nobe] Prize.

..

And what to speak of actually creating a baby, let ys
see the scientists produce even one blade of grass in

their proud laboratories.

L Isciple: They should give the Lord and Mother
Nature the Nobel Prize.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes.

Disciple: Really, | think they should give yoy the Nobel
.Prize You've taken so many foolish atheists and

created devotees of God.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh, I, | am a “natural dog,” <o
'they’" not give me _a.ny prize. [Laughs] They will award
the prize to the artificial dogs. ¢




The following conversation between Srila
Prabhupada and members of the United
Nations World Health Organization took place
in Geneva in June of 1974.

&rila Prabhupada: All over the world, or anywhere in
the world, you can make this experiment, just as we
are doing. Live very simply, be self-sufficient; get your
necessities not from factories but from the farmland.
And glorify God’s holy names.

In this industrial set-up, capitalist or communist,
only a few big men can be happy—so-called happy—
at the expense of the other people. And because the
others are being exploited or simply left unemployed
by this corrupt few, the others also become corrupt.
They try to avoid all work and sit idly. Or else they do
not work honestly. And so many other things.

So the only remedy is that everyone should lIive
naturally and chant God’s holy names. Become God

cszzzsziuus. This remedy is simple, and here you can
Ameri?:;nne ;::f the results. My young European anc
students—they had been addicted to drugs
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On Social Revolution

how they are glorifying the Lord's holy names

'You can change the world and Make everythin
all right, provided you take this Instruction. There ig
no other remedy. If you choose not to listen, what can
be done? The remedy—the right medicine—is there.

But if you don't take the medicine, how will the
‘disease be cured?

W.H.O. member: You referred earlier to the
unfortunate departure of villagers to the city. You
pointed out that in city life the villagers become factory
workers, and then so many evils follow. And you
suggested as a solution that if we live in the village and
work the land for a mere three months, we’ll have food

to eat for the whole year.

But I'd like to point out that there is such a vast
amount of unemployment in our towns and villages.
Many people there are feeling doomed. They cannot
produce enough food for themselves, because they do
not have access to the land. The mgrcantlle people
use it for their own purposes. And this IS why-sc: rnigy
of the ordinary people aré unemployed. This IS why

* t “the
: i is not necessarily tha ,
they go into the cities. It out that they don't

e - m,
good life” in the city attracts the < not used by the

have access to the land. The: land A
mercantile group, and the ordinary peop

w enough
o live in the villages as free men and gro
food for themselves.
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Now, the mercantile group are exploiting. They arg
exploiting. So unless there is some kind.of revolution
by which you can curb the power of this mercantilg
group, how can you hope that someday people will be
able to live in their villages and grow their own food on
the land?

Srila Prabhupada: The thing is, the government has
the duty to see that nobody is unemployed. That is
good government. In the Vedic system, society has four
natural groupings. The brahmanas, or thoughtful group,
instruct and advise. The ksatriyas, or dynamic group,
protect and organize. Then the vaisyas, or mercantile
group, look after the land and cows and see to food
production. And the sudras, or laboring group, assist
the other groups.

Now, this means that the government should be
composed of dynamic ksatrivas who will protect
everyone else and make sure the various groupings
are doing their duties. The government has to see that
everyone is properly employed. Then the whole
problem of unemployment will be solved.

W.H.0. member: But at present the mercantile group
are also in the government. In fact, they are
entrenched. They have a very strong voice in the

government, and in many instances they are outright
officials in the government.

Srila Prabhupada: No. That means bad government
W.H.O. member: Yes, that is that is true.
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W.H.O. member: There is one thing that | cannot
reconcile. As an Indian, the question bothers me very,
very often. | believe in a great many things that yoy
said about returning to a simpler more natural way of
life. And about finding satisfaction in our spiritug
dimension. There’s no question about that. I'm not
what you would call a “Westernized Indian.” But what
| cannot reconcile is the fact that we who had this
spiritual knowledge and all our cultural guidelines,
which you have just now said are the solutions to all
our problems—with all these guidelines we have not
been able to keep our society free from so many evils
that have come about. I'm referring not only to the
poverty but also to the unemployment and to the
hunger and to many other things.

Srila Prabhupada: No. It is not because of our
cultural guidelines, but because of bad leaders who do
not follow them. It is due to these bad leaders.

W.H.O. member: They are our own people. They ...

Srila Prabhupada: They may be our own people.
They may be our own father. Prahlada Maharaja was
a devotee of the Lord, and yet his father was
Hiranyakasipu, an utter demon. So what can be done?
Most people are good, and yet so often we see that
their leader is a godless demon.

W.H.0. member: Yes, Hiranyakasipu had to be
destroyed.

Srila Prabhupada: So he was destroyed. By God's
grace he was destroyed. And every one of these
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modern demonic leaders—they i be d
They'll be destroyed. Byt everythin estroyed.

At the t J 1akes time.
present moment, our leader
good. Blind. They have no knowl S are not very

are leading. Andha yathandhair yet they

. | . upaniyamanas: the
blind leading the blind—into the ditch. These leaders

have Killed the world's original spiritual Culture, and
they cannot give anything in its place.

W.H.O. member: So has your movement involved
itself in social philosophy, then?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This movement is most
practical. For instance, we are recommending no
meat-eating. And the leaders do not like it. We are not
very favorable to their propaganda. So the leaders
don’t like us. After all, they have allowed slaughter-
houses and beef shops anywhere and everywhere,
and we are saying, “No meat-eating.” S0 how will they
ike us? That is the difficulty. “It is folly to be Wise
where ignorance is bliss.” But still we are struggling.

And the alternative we are recan?menlc:inge;sha;z
practical. These God conscious farming ij.l adc_:i;n s
proved successful. The inhabitants are 1N g th

fruit énd vegetables an |
milk, from which you can ot you can make
and cream. So with | (
bunidreds. and fmsanes t is the basic principle
And you feel fully satisfied. Tha
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W.H.O. member: That is an example of a successfy|
enterprise, but would you speak about something now

that has not been tried before?

&rila Prabhupada: The ‘new thing” is that these
people living in God conscious farming villages do not
have to travel away for their daily bread. That is the

new thing for modern society.

At present, most people have to travel some
distance to the factory or office. | happened to be in
Bombay when there was a railway strike—oh, people
were suffering so much. You see? From five o'clock in
the morning they were standing in a queue for
catching a train. Of course, during the strike hardly
any trains were running. So people were in so much
difficulty. And if one or two trains were running, so
many people were trying to squeeze themselves into

the cars. Smashing themselves in. They were even on
top of the train.

Of course, in the more industrially advanced
countries, the people go to the factory or office in
cars—and risk being killed in highway crashes. So the
question is, Why should one be induced to go so many
miles away from his home simply for earning his
livelihood? This is a very bad civilization. One must
obtain food locally. That is a good civilization.

W.H.O. member: | understand that your goal is 10
have everybody become self-sufficient in regard
to food. But if all the people are engaged in
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seems t0 be “What is the yse of so many |
People

working on the land? Instead we can Kill animals ang
an

eat them.” It's all very eas
| Y, because toda
don'’t care. about the law of Karma, the irBieDf:Dple
results of sinful activities. “If we can eat the cowzl at;]le
, W
§hou!d we take so much trouble to till the land?” Th'y
IS going on all over the world. i

Atre?ra Rsi Dasa: Yes, the farmers’ sons are giving u
farming and going to the city. .

Srila Prabhupada: You know this nonsense of
‘topless, bottomless”? The leaders want that. They
wgnt the hotels to pick up college girls and let them be
enjoyed by the guests. All over the world the whole
population is becoming polluted. So how can people
expect good government? Some of the people will
take charge of the government, but they are polluted.

S0 wherever we have a Hare Krsna center we
should immediately establish a college for training
people—first, according to their natural talents
lintellectual. administrative, productive, and laboring].

And everyone will be elevated to spiritual awareness
ties we prescribe—

hearing the science

vad-gita, and doing
life will

|

- by performing the spiritual activi
chanting the Hare Krsna mantra,
of self-realization from the Bhaga |
everything as an offering to Krsna. Everyone S
become devotional service to the supreme Lord.

At the same time, f

practical affairs we have t
different social divisions, because

o organize _
there are different
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kinds of brains. Those who have very intellectual
brains should become brahmanas—opriests, teachers.
advisers. Those who are fit for management and
protection of others should become ksatriyas—
administrators and military men. Those who are fit for
producing food and taking care of the cows should
become vaisyas, mercantile men. And those who can
assist the others and take up trades and crafts should
become sddras, workingmen.

In the social body, just as in your own body, there
must be divisions of work. If everyone wants to be the
brain [the intellectuals] or the arms ([the adminis-
trators], then who is going to act as the belly [the
farmers] or the legs [the manual workers]? Every kind
of occupation is needed. The brain is needed, the
arms are needed, the belly is needed, the legs are
needed. So you will have to organize the social body.
You have to help people understand the Supreme
Lord’s natural social divisions: some people will work
as the brain, others as the arms, others as the belly,

and still others as the legs. The main aim is to keep
the social body perfectly fit.

You must make sure that everyone can engage in
f[he kind of occupation he is suited for. That is
important. The thing is, every kind of work can be
devotional service to the Lord; the main point is to see
that people are engaged in that spirit in their natural
work. For instance, when you are walking, your brain
S working—‘Go this way; go that way; a car is
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coming”—and your brain Says to your legs, “Come t
, 0

this side.” Nouf. the work of the brain and the work of
the legs are different, but the central point is one: E::n

get you safely across the street Similarly, the central

point of the social body should be one: everyone
should help in serving Krsna.

Satsvarupa Dasa Gosvami: Will this kind of college
be for the general public?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, for anyone. For instance, an
engineering college is open for everyone; the only
requirement is that people must be ready to take up
the training. This is our most important program now,
because people all over the world have been
misguided by these so-called leaders. Children can
attend a Krsna conscious primary school, and then,
when they are grown up, they can attend a Krsna
conscious college for further development in their
occupational work and their devotional life.

Atreya Rsi Dasa: Will we teach business also?

Srila Prabhupada: Not this modern business—no.
That is rascaldom. Business means that you |:3r:::-dur.;et
enough grain and other Crops so that you can e

' —men and
istribute to everyone—me
i d ]—so that they will become

: jally the COWS :
animals [especially the cows can supply milk

stout and strong. That way Sy
and the human community can WUFK 2?3;;;1“:-.%5
suffering from disease. We are not going

and factories. NoO.
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vaduvara Dasa: Srila Prabhupada, what class do the
arts and crafts come under? In modern society artists
and musicians are accepted as philosophers.

&rila Prabhupada: No. An artist is a working man. At
the present moment your colleges and universities are
placing too much stress on the arts and crafts.
Therefore the whole population is working men. No
real philosopher, no wisdom. That is the difficulty.
Everyone is being drawn by the attraction of getting a
high salary. They take a so-called technical or
scientific education and end up working in a factory.
Of course, they won't work in the field to produce
crops. Such people are not philosophers. A
philosopher is one who is searching out the
absolute truth.

In your Western countries the rascals are writing
about the philosophy of sex, which is known to the
dog. This kind of philosophy can be appreciated by
rascals, but we do not appreciate it. Someone who is
searching after the absolute truth—he is a
philosopher. Not this rascal Freud, elaborating on how
to have sex. In the Western countries the people have
all become low class, and Freud has become their

Philosopher. “In the jungle, the jackal becomes the
King.” That's all.

What is the actual knowledge in this so-called
Western philosophy? The whole Western world is
Stl:uggling along for Industry, for making money—"Eat,
drink, and be merry,” wine and women. That's all




attempt is being made to mak
Don't mind that | am using

fact. They are animals, two-legged animals. Rejected

men. Vedic civilization rejects them as the lowest of
the low. But they can be reclaimed.

Westerners can be reclaimed, just as yo
Westerners—my students—have been reclaimed.
Although you come from the lowest Situation, by
training you are becoming more than brahmanas.
There is no bar to anyone. But unfortunately, these
rascals do not agree to accept this opportunity. As
soon as you say “No more illicit sex, no more meat-
eating,” they become angry. Rascals and fools. As
soon as you give them good lessons—education—
they become angry. If you give a snake nice milk
and banana, the result is that he will simply increase
his poison.

But somehow, by Krsna's grace, you are
becoming trained. You become trained and riwigﬁs
the whole pattern of Western 0|vrlrgatian, esﬁr:]e i
in America. Then a new chapter will come ! :

Krsna conscious colleges
is the program. Therefore KISt

are required. @

€ them human beings.
very strong Words; it is g

End
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